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Art Unit: 3754 

DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Objections 

1 Claim 1 is objected to because of the following informalities: the claimed 
limitation "which liquid dispenser" as recited in line 2, appears to be a double inclusion, 
at least in part, of the "a liquid dispenser" as recited in line 1 . Appropriate correction is 
required. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-3,6,7,9-10,12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Giavasis 3,173,584 in view of Jenney 1 ,522,370. 

Giavasis discloses a liquid dispenser for a cap (120, fig 2) which is fitted to a 
mouth (114) of a container (112) holding a liquid therein (col. 2, lines 21-25), the liquid 
dispenser comprises a liquid-lifting mechanism (134, fig 2) supported on an upper wall 
of the cap (120) as pierced therethrough and comprised of a helical screw (col. 3, lines 
3-5) and a cylindrical tube (126, fig 2) encompassing the helical screw (col. 3, lines 3-5), 
both having upper terminal parts (140,146) thrust upward individually from the upper 
wall and lower terminal parts (158, 160) inserted into the container (112) when the cap 
(120) is fitted to the mouth (114) of the container (112); and a housing (120) adapted to 
accommodate therein a helical screw-driving mechanism (140) for rotating the helical 
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screw (134, col. 3, lines 32-40) in the liquid-lifting mechanism (134,126) and furnished 
with a delivery nozzle (124) for allowing a liquid lifted by the liquid-lifting mechanism 
(134,126) to flow out of the liquid dispenser (col. 3, lines 40-44), the helical screw- 
driving mechanism (150, col. 3 lines 32-40) is adapted to transmit a driving force of an 
electrical driving source and rotate the helical screw (134, col. 3, lines 31-35), and the 
housing is provided at a proper position thereof with a switch (150) for driving and 
stopping the electrical driving source (134, col. 3, lines 31-35). Giavasis lacks that the 
delivery nozzle of the housing is disposed in an upward direction. Jenney teaches the 
use of a liquid dispenser for a cap (36) which is fitted to a mouth of a container (9) as 
seen in Figure 1 , the liquid dispenser having a delivery nozzle (50), where the delivery 
nozzle is disposed in an upward inclined direction (51) and the delivery nozzle is 
provided in a lower part with a liquid flow-inhibiting mechanism (col. II. 22-31). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to modify Giavasis' delivery nozzle to have an upward passage 
direction including its internal restricted passage (54,55) as taught by Jenney in (col. 2, 
II. 14-31), in order to prevent the "after" discharge or slight spurt of the product from the 
nozzle which sometimes occurs after the pump is deactivated. 

Referring to claim 3, wherein the housing (112) is comprised of a lower case 
having an empty storage part for accommodating the helical screw-driving mechanism 
(134,126) and a top face opening (114), and an upper case of a shape of a cover (120) 
for blocking the top face (114) opening of the lower case; the upper case is made of a 
material capable of deformation under an external force (switch 150) and restoration to 
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an original shape by itself from the deformation and is furnished with a thin-wall part so 
as to function as a switching part (156) capable of deformation under an external force 
and restoration to an original shape by itself from the deformation, and the switching 
part (156) is consequently adapted to turn on the electrical driving source (146,140) by 
application of an external pressure (on switch 150) for depressing the switching part 
(156) into the housing (120) and turn off the electrical driving source by releasing the 
external force applied to the switching part (156), thereby allowing the switching part to 
resume an original state. 

Referring to claims 6 and 7, Giavasis further discloses a switching part (156) is 
provided with an auxiliary switching piece (150) shaped to cover at least the switching 
part (156, fig 2) of the housing (100, fig 2) and rendered shiftable between a state 
incapable of acting on the switching part and a state capable of depressing the 
switching part (col. 2, lines 40-43), and the electrical driving source (144) of the helical 
screw-driving mechanism (146) is switched by a shifting motion of the auxiliary 
switching piece (col. 3, lines 32-35). 

Referring to claims 9, 10, and 12, Giavasis further discloses the helical screw- 
driving mechanism (150, col. 3 lines 32-40) comprises a motor (144, fig 2) having a 
rotational shaft (gear 146,fig 2) disposed in a lateral direction therein, which motor (144) 
is the electrical driving source, a driving force-transmitting mechanism for transmitting 
rotation (col. 3, lines 32-37) of the rotational shaft (146, fig 2) as the driving force for the 
helical screw (134, col. 3 line 39), and a laterally disposed battery (152, fig 2) for feeding 
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electricity to the motor (144) to complete the housing in a thin construction (battery 
disposed in handle for thin construction). 

Citation of Related Prior Art 

4. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Steele 2,837,246, Steczynski et al. 2,657,833 and Selig et al. 
1 ,836,879 disclose other types of dispenser with an upward nozzle. 

Response to Arguments 

5. Applicant's arguments filed 1/1 9/2006 have been fully considered but are moot in 
view of the new ground(s) of rejection. 

Conclusion 

6. Applicant's amendment necessitated the new ground(s) of rejection presented in 
this Office action. Accordingly, THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. See MPEP 

§ 706.07(a). Applicant is reminded of the extension of time policy as set forth in 37 
CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within 
TWO MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not 
mailed until after the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the 
shortened statutory period will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any 
extension fee pursuant to 37 CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of 
the advisory action. In no event, however, will the statutory period for reply expire later 
than SIX MONTHS from the date of this final action. 
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7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Frederick C. Nicolas whose telephone number is (571)- 
272-4931 . The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9:00 AM to 
5:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Michael Y. Mar, can be reached on 571-272-4906. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). \ , 



FN 

March 20, 2006 




